Several weeks ago while
attending a conference in
Chicago, I had the most
wonderful and unexpected good
fortune of meeting Martin Marty,
one of the most pre-eminent
theologians and religious
historians in our country for the
past several generations. Marty
is in his 80s now, but as spry,
intellectually vigorous, and
spiritually compelling as ever.
We talked for about 15 minutes
on everything from faith to
church history to music to
Chicago to life to death. Never
mind “15 minutes of fame.” You
don’t need that if you've had 15
minutes with Martin Marty!

Marty is not only a distinguished
intellectual; he is also a person of
profound faith. In an interview a
number of years ago, he spoke of
how his faith, as a devout
Lutheran, evolved. He said that
faith comes not in a “blinding
flash or datable moment;” but
rather that faith comes gradually
in “billions of particulars” as “we
wrestle with and accept the gift of
grace.” He said that he
approaches life as "51-49.” For
instance, greeting each day as a

gift and not a burden; welcoming
each person as a friend and not
an enemy. Itisin the "51-49”
approach to life, that the God
becomes active. What marvelous
spiritual insights!

This month at The Federated
Church, I invite you to take time
to ponder and explore your faith,
to grow in your faith, and to
discover some of those “billions of
particulars” that will help you
receive God’s gift of grace. 1
hope you will do this by
participating in one of the many
worship and study opportunities
we will be offering for the four
weeks of February. In our
addition to 10:00 am Sunday
worship which will include a hymn
sing and some exciting surprises
as we prepare

for Lent, we invite you to:
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“Faith Basics”
Sundays after church
11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Yes, our faith tradition can
sometimes seem a bit
mysterious. So if you have ever
asked yourself, *I'm a Christian?
What on earth does that mean?”
then this 4-week

series is for you! Here is the
schedule:

- February 5 - "The Bible -
what’s it all about?”
led by Sally Norris

- February 12 - “Prayer” led by
Phil Mitchell

- February 19 - “Faith and
Social Justice” led by Don
Wick

- February 26 - "Three in One
(Trinitarian Thinking)”
led by Peter Brenner
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“Transitions” Workshop
Thursday, February 2
9:30 - 11:30 am

Led by Beverly Ryle (with
thanks to Gwynne
Guzzeau).

Call Becky Fisher to register

“Facing History and
Ourselves” Wednesdays from
5:00 - 7:00 pm
(see enclosed flyer)

Based on the course about racism
she teaches to her high school
students, Diane Keon will help us
learn about and confront the
racism that still exists today - in
our society and within ourselves.
This will be a powerful,
transforming study.

February 1, 8, 15, 29.
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Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 22 at

7:00 pm

A service to begin the season of
Lent which will include disposition
of ashes and anointing with oil.
Orleans United Methodist Church
will join us for this service in our
sanctuary.

This is year is leap year!
February has an additional day --
one additional day to experience
the “billions of particulars” that
reveal God’s grace to us. What a
wonderful gift!

Love and blessings,
Sally



FROM THE MODERATOR

This is my final monthly PV report
as Moderator and I want to thank
all the members for their support
and kind words over the past two
years. We are all fortunate to BE
part of the vibrant and caring
faith community here at The
Federated Church of Orleans.

With Sally's vision of "building a
church without walls" that
reaches out to all, regardless of
who they are or where they are
on life’s journey, this is a special
time to be a member of the
church.

As we move in to the new year
there will be many new and
exciting programs that will be
offered here at the church. Let's
all work together to make 2012
the best year ever for The
Federated Church of Orleans.

Thanks again to Sally, all the
Cabinet, and to Dave King, who
has been Vice Moderator for the
past two years and who now is
your Moderator. May you all find
peace and happiness in 2012.

Bob Wright

FROM THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

Your Board of Trustees met on
Thursday, January 5, 2012.

Our financial matters are in good
order and a Balanced Budget for
2012 was approved by the
Trustees and will be presented to
Congregation at the Annual
Meeting on Sunday, January 20,
2012.

John H. Burlingame

FROM THE DEACONS BENCH

Your Board of Deacons
continues to meet each
month. We prepare
communion on the first

Sunday of every month.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry
continues to meet at a member’s
home each month. Should you
know of anyone who needs a
shawl, please let us know.

Your donations in the blue
envelopes for the Deacons Fund
assist the Deacons in helping
those in need in this church. We

hope you will consider
participating in this important
ministry.

Marje Weidig
For the Board of Deacons

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The Souper Bowl of Caring is
coming up on February 5. Please
donate dollars into the soup pots
after the service. All monies will
be given to the Lower Cape
Outreach Council. You may bring
nonperishable items too.

As you are devouring all kinds of
snacks on Super Bowl Sunday,
please remember those who are
less fortunate and who are
sustaining themselves on not
enough nourishing food.
Churches around the United
States are joining us in
supporting their local pantries on
this Souper Bowl Sunday.

Help the children to

make Valentines for
Veterans on Sunday,
February 12, during coffee time!

A great big thank you to Jane
Wick and Gwynne Guzzeau for

volunteering to teach our bright
children in our Sunday school.
General Jimmy Dishner will be
teaching the older children during
the month of February. Phil
Mitchell, Ginny Crozier, Joan
Christopher, and Anita Mewherter
are signed up for weeks in March,
April and May. We need
volunteers for the younger,
kindergarten to 3rd grade, class,
too.

Please let me know if you can
volunteer just one Sunday or
more. Our curriculum, The Whole
People of God, is easy to follow
and full of crafts, games, skits
and stories. Everyone has
something to offer and the kids
are fun to be with. Call me, Tina,
at 508.255.9563 and Thank you.

Tina Williamson



WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

_At_ The World Day of Prayer

service will be held on
-‘"7- Friday, March 2" at 1:30
pm at the Church of the Holy

Spirit, 205 Monument Road,
Orleans.

The theme for this year’s
celebration is “Let Justice Prevail”
and is written by the women of
Malaysia.

World Day of Prayer is a
worldwide movement of Christian
women of many traditions who
come together to observe a
common day of prayer each year,
and who, in many countries, have
a continuing relationship in
prayer and service.

It is a movement initiated and
carried out by women in more
than 170 countries and regions.

It is a movement symbolized by
an annual day of celebration -
the first Friday of March - to
which all people are welcome.

It is a movement which brings
together women of various races,
cultures, and traditions in closer
fellowship, under-standing, and
action throughout the year.

Through World Day of Prayer,
women around the world
- affirm their faith in Jesus Christ

- share their hopes and fears,
their joys and sorrows, their
opportunities and needs.

Through World Day of Prayer,
women
are encouraged

- to become aware of the whole
world and
no longer live in isolation

- to be enriched by the faith
experience of
Christians of other countries and

cultures

- to take up the burdens of other
people
and pray with and for them

- to become aware of their
talents and use
them in the service of society

Through World Day of Prayer,
women affirm that prayer and
action are inseparable and both
have immeasurable influence in
the world.

World Day of Prayer 2012
Let Justice Prevail

Hanna Varghese
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MEETING HOUSE PRESCHOOL

g I am pleased to tell
"@?A(}i you that, thanks to
7=t > the contributions
éi from The
Federated Church
Parishioners, the December
Cookie Walk raised $540.00 for
the Preschool enrichment fund.
YEAH!!! T would like to thank
everyone who spent days baking
cookies. In addition, I would like
to express gratitude to the
families for their donation of their
time on Sunday morning. I hope

all of you enjoyed the Cookie
Walk as much as I did.

I want to convey to all the hard
working outreach people from
The Federated Church that your

hard work has
reached the Meeting ‘
House Preschool ﬁ

families. The Federated
Church’s Outreach
donates money to a

program called the

Lower Cape Emergency Child
Care Fund that is administrated
through the Cape Cod Children’s
Place. This fund temporarily
assists families with the expense
of childcare; many times families
are in unexpected situations that
call for assistance from the fund.


http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/action.html

So, thank you for your generous
donations.

During the month
of January, we
celebrated winter.
The preschool
children explored
the Arctic and the Antarctic. We
studied the animals’ habitats in
these areas of the world. The
classroom has been transformed
into a science laboratory,
equipped with microscopes,
magnifying glasses, insects,
pictures of birds, magnets...
Science experiments are taking

place as you read this newsletter.

The children are hypothesizing:
why does the ice melt? Why does
salt make it melt quicker? Why
does it snow and rain? I am
positive the children will discover
the answers to their many
questions.

The preschool
hosted a four
week Parent

Education

Workshop titled

“Raising Healthy Families.” The
preschool classroom was used as
a childcare space and the church
Vestry was the classroom for the
parents. A pizza dinner was

served and caring childcare folks
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tended to the children as their
parents obtained great incite
about their children from Cindy
and Monica from the Cape Cod
Children’s Place’s Family Support
Team.

Thanks again to the church
community for all your support in
making our preschool a success.

Sending Peace and Good Health
to All,

Maureen Vigneau

ADULT EDUCATION

A great opportunity and
experience, the Friday
morning Bible Study!!!

Are you looking for something
challenging and uplifting? Then
join us on Friday morning. Some
of the comments from persons in
Bible Study describe their
experience as: a part of a loving

community, caring for each other,

the group is open to new ideas
and new ways to study the
scripture, folks are open and
willing to share, widely diverse
thoughts and opinions but out of

respect without putting another
person down.

The Bible Study group has been
meeting for over 35 years.
During that period we have used
a variety of challenging
resources. Our present study is
using the UCC commentary on
the weekly lectionary, which is
emailed ahead of time to
participants in the group.

Please come and join us on
Fridays: 8:15 -8:45 informal
gathering with refreshments.
8:45-9:45am. (we start and end
on time). If you have any
questions or would like more
information, please call Don Wick,
508 896- 4655.

BECOMING AN EVERYDAY
MYSTIC.....!

Lent is an opportunity to become
more introspective of our lives
and to ask ourselves how can I
become more centered in my life
of faith. Over the past 3 years
Jane and I have provided
seminars on the life and
teachings of some 12 Mystics
from Rumi, Hildegaard, Julian of
Norwich, to folks like Dorothy Day

and Thich Nhat Hanh. It has
been a wonderful experience for
all involved. Because a number
of people have requested that we
continue our study of the Mystics,
we thought we would distill the
Mystics wonderful teachings and
make them practical to our
everyday lives as we attempt to
grow in our own faith journey.
Please join us on Thursday
March 8, 15, 22, from 3-4:30
pm.

SMILE
“Smiling is very important. If we
are not able to smile, then the
world will not have peace. Itis
not by going out for a
demonstration against nuclear
missiles that we can bring about
peace. It is with our capacity of
smiling, breathing, and being
peace that we can make peace.

“If in our daily life we can smile,
if we can be peaceful and happy,
not only we, but everyone will
profit from it. This is the most
basic kind of peace work.”

Thich Nhat Hanh

Read by Ethan Ehnstrom at the
Peace Candle on January 8, 2012.



HABITAT - ORLEANS BUILD

Volunteer work on the Orleans
build has started again in
January. We need FOOD
VOLUNTEERS for January through
early March. If you would like to
contribute, please put your name
on the sign-up sheet in the
Vestry. Snacks are needed on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and an
occasional lunch is served on
Saturdays. Pam Chase (508 255-
3257) or Helen Grogan (508 247-
9458) will call you to arrange a
date.

m

Habitat

for Humanity®

What the caterpillar calls the end
of the world, God calls a butterfly.

MUSIC COMMITTEE

We all have fond memories of our
Christmas Season with lovely
music in our special services in
December. Now the new year is
upon us, and our committee has
met and is working to plan
concerts, musical services and
special music every Sunday to
enhance our worship experience.

Our thirty year old handbells have
been shipped to Schulmerich
Bells, the manufacturer of them,
for complete refurbishing. They
should be returned to us in
February in time for the Lenten -
Easter season.

Pat Schoeffel Bampos

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The Let’s Do Lunch date is
changing -- to the fourth
Wednesday of each month.

The next Let’s Do Lunch will be
held on Wednesday, February 22,
at 12:00 noon at Parker’s
Shipwreck Restaurant, Route 6 in
North Eastham. The speaker will
be Jimmy Dishner who will speak
about his pilgrimage to Israel.

Please contact Paul Washburn
(508 255-2260) to place your
reservation ($10). All

reservations must be honored.

Come Join Usl!
Paul Washburn

SINGLES BRUNCH

Shirley Smith has invited this
most congenial bunch to her
home after church on February
12th. Look for the signup sheet
in the vestry.

Difficult weather conditions will
mean meeting at the church.

OVERNIGHTS OF
HOSPITALITY

We continue to provide TLC for
the women in the program on the
second Sunday of every month.

In January...

Anita Rogers provided the set
up and picked up four
women in Hyannis

Carolyn Witt and Doug Long were
the Hosts

The Grogan Team - Helen and
Martha —-served up
breakfast

Debbie MacLachlan - returned the
ladies to Hyannis

Again - so many thanks to Marje
Weidig for her laundry service,
and to the Ehnstroms - for
delivering it to her.

The next Overnight is February
12th. Where could you fit in?

Martha Livingston



LAY MINISTRY

AIM: TO SERVE GOD AND HIS
PEOPLE BETTER

ADS:

If you like to greet and talk a bit
with guests on a Sunday, then
perhaps you would like to “*man”
the Guest Book. You would be
one person with whom a guest
can ask questions about the
church or just to talk with after
the service. Contact a Lay
Ministry person (or call the
church office 255-3060), if you
wish to serve the church in this
way.

If you would like to help serve
one or more Lenten suppers, that
starts Wednesday, March 7t
5:30 to 7 pm, and continues
throughout the month. Contact
a Lay Ministry person or call the
church office.

AGING:

Do you remember your friend’s
name when you unexpectedly see
her/him? Do you call your
children by other nice names but
their own? If the answer is ‘yes,’
then you know that name tags in
church are very important! We
are forgetting to make it easy to

remember names by not wearing
our name tags! If you lost yours
or do not have one, tell the Guest
Book person or a Lay Ministry
member. It's time to start
wearing your name tags again
each Sunday! We have guests
almost every week and we have
new members, plus our memories
are getting older!!

Since we all have birthdays that
we try to celebrate each year,
instead of sending cards to all of
you attending church, we are
going to wish you a “Happy
Birthday” in the Vestry on the
month that your birthday falls.
We will continue to send cards to
those who physically cannot come
to church and to the college
students. Christian Education will
continue to send cards to the
Church School youngsters. We
are aiming for February birthdays
to begin this process.

BLESSINGS:

Happy Valentine’s Day and may
the Love, Peace, and Spirit of God
be with you!

Your Lay Ministry Team:

Debra Ehnstrom, Boots Gibson,
Dick and Helen Perrie, Betsy
Wagner, Alice Weber, and Joan
Christopher

When down in the mouth,
remember Jonah. He came out
okay.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

On January 13" the Prayer Shawl
knitters met at the home of Jean
Colby. At this meeting two
completed shawls were dedicated
- one a beautiful white shawl
which will be presented to a baby
at the next baptism at our
church.

Since the meeting in January, a
new supply of yarn for shawls has
been purchased. Many thanks to
the Mission and Social Concerns
Committee for the funds to buy
the yarn. The Prayer Shawl
Ministry is an important pastoral
outreach of our church.

The next Prayer Shawl knitter’s
get-together will be held on
February 10, 2012 at 10:30 am
at the home of Ann Phillips, 57
Nickerson Road, Orleans. All
knitters and any new knitters are
welcome. Winter is a good time
to knit. The Prayer Shawl pattern
is very simple. Come join us!

Anita Mewherter

WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Please save the date -- Saturday,
March 17 and come to "Making
Connections," an interfaith
conference for LGBT persons,
families, and friends, taking place
at St. David's Episcopal Church in
South Yarmouth.

Registration and morning
refreshments begin at 8:30,
program from 9-1 and lunch is
included following the conference.
There will be both small groups
and speakers, including members
of the Harwich Junior Theater on
Bullying Prevention, a panel on
Aging including Vicky Cullen from
Neighborhood Falmouth,
discussion groups with members
of congregations from around the
Cape sharing ideas. Cost is $25.
Contact Judy Recknagel or Anne
Ierardi at 508-375-0918 for more
information. Sponsored by the
Cape Cod Coalition of Welcoming
Congregations.

Judy Recknagel



TRIBUTES

The flowers and plants that are
placed in our sanctuary, on the
landing and the upper narthex
each Sunday are given in
memory or in honor of others or
given in celebration of special life
events, and are a very special
part of our worship services. The
following were given in December
and January

December 4

The flowers in the Sanctuary were
given with love and thanksgiving
for the life of Jane Barrows by her
daughter, Amy and son, Ken,
with warm memories of hugs,
smiles, and laughter.

December 11

The flowers in the Sanctuary were
given by Jean and Kurt Uebele in
loving memory of Jean’s sister,
Pat, and their son-in-law, Whit.

The beautiful arrangement on the
Landing was made by Marilyn
Harrison. Thanks!

December 18

Sheila Kelley gave the flowers in
the Sanctuary in loving memory
of her

husband, David.

Nancy Bush gave the
arrangement on the Landing in
loving memory of her sister,
Mary.

December 25

The flowers in the Sanctuary were
given by Ruth Smith in loving
memory of Russell and to
celebrate their 75" wedding
anniversary.

January 1
Phil Mitchell gave the Sanctuary

flowers in loving memory of his
wife, Barbara.

Helen Grogan gave the Landing
flowers in loving memory of Wells
Grogan.

January 8
Sanctuary flowers were given by

Harry and Kitty Mohla in loving
memory of Kitty’s father, John
May.

Arranged and given by Carolyn
Witt, the Landing flowers were in
loving memory of her mother.

January 15
The flowers in the Sanctuary were

given by Meg Bruce and her
daughter Judith in loving memory
of husband and father,

Larry Bruce.

January 22
The flowers in the Sanctuary were

given by Marion Kennedy in
memory of loved ones.

Bill and Debbie MacLachlan
donated the flowers on the
Landing in celebration of their
daughter Amy’s birthday and in
loving memory of George B.
MaclLachlan’s birthday.

January 29
The flowers in the Sanctuary were

given by Bob and Boots Gibson in
loving memory of their parents.

The arrangement on the Landing
was given by Nick and Bev Muto
in grateful appreciation for the
loving and attentive caring shown
to them recently.

THE FLOWER COMMITTEE

SAYS...
. a% Flower Committee
%71 W%

We met in January
i and discussed the
s tWO mMonths for which
members would be responsible.
The schedule is almost complete
and will be posted on the side of

our refrigerator. If you have a
particular date in mind please call
one of the two members in
charge for that month.

Fresh flowers are so appreciated -
especially on bleak winter
mornings.

Thank You to all who provide and
to those who deliver bouquets.

In Sympathy

% We offer our deepest
\} sympathies and prayers to
\ the families of:

H. Walcott “"Wally” Brown, Jr.,,
who died on October 1

Wendell E. Smith, who died on
November 27. His memorial
service was held in our sanctuary
on December 3, officiated by The
Rev. Sally Norris.

Rev. (Ret.) Edwin D. McLane,
who died on December 3. Rev.
Sally Norris participated in his
December 17 memorial service
which was held at the West
Yarmouth Congregational Church.



Hilda T. Chase, who died on
December 14. Rev. Sally Norris
officiated at her memorial
service, which was held in our
sanctuary on January 4, 2012.

Eleanor Livingston, who died
on December 23. Rev. Sally
Norris officiated at her funeral,
which was held in our sanctuary
on January 3rd, 2012.

MANY THANKS

Thank you to all who offered and
sent messages of condolence on
the death of Ken's mother, Hilda
Chase. We were overwhelmed by
the number of people who
attended the January 4 service of
celebration of her life officiated by
our pastor, Sally Norris. Thank
you also to Deacons Bill and
Debbie MacLachlan, Nancy Bush,
Anita Mewherter, Connie Newell
and the Hospitality Ladies at the
reception. We are very fortunate
to be a part of The Federated
Church community.

Ken and Pam Chase

AROUND THE UCC

SUPER SATURDAY!

March 3, 2012 8 am - 3 pm
Ludlow High School
Ludiow, MA

Join hundreds of delegates,
pastors and lay leaders from all
over the Massachusetts
Conference for our FOURTH
SUPER SATURDAY!

This event will feature excellent
worship led by Patrick Evans,
Assistant Professor of Sacred
Music at Yale Divinity School.
Professor Evans, who will also
lead two workshops, is committed
to the reclaiming and renewal of
congregational song.

The day will also include 33
workshops on a variety of
subjects impacting the local
church, a bookstore, a
marketplace, lunch and
opportunities for networking with
colleagues in ministry.

Delegates who attended the
Mass. Conference Annual Meeting
in June 2011 will receive the
special delegate discount rate, or

they may transfer that rate to
someone else in the
congregation. They must register
by February 22 to receive that
rate. Also, those registering after
February 22 will not be provided
with lunch.

Contact the church office for
further information and a list of
workshops.

MANY THANKS ...

A Big "THANK YOU” to the "Loon
Group.” Members of the class on
the book, “Lifted Like Loon,”
have collected $66 that has been
given to the church’s effort to
sponsor a Habitat house. Many
Thanks!

Phil Mitchell

February Highlights

February 2 ATransiti ol
with Beverly Ryle
February 5 Souper Bowl
of Caring

February 12 AFai th Basi
begins

February 20 Presidentséo

Office Closed
February 22 Ash Wednesday
Worship

February 1, 8, 15, & 29
AUnlearning Racismo
Workshop with Diane Keon



